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What is the Personal Project?
In the final year of your MYP journey, you are to complete a Personal Project, a significant piece of work that is
the product of your own initiative and creativity. It should revolve around a challenge that motivates and
interests you! Your project will help you consolidate prior subject-specific learning, as well as strengthen your
approaches to learning skills and develop the attributes of the IB learner profile in you.

Who chooses your project topic and focus?
You do. And this is an advantage, because it provides an excellent opportunity to produce a truly personal and
creative piece of work. You take the process through to completion under the supervision of a teacher in the
school, your Personal Project Supervisor, who will always be there to guide you and give you advice.

What does the Personal Project involve?
Investigating
Planning
Taking action
Reflecting

What does the Personal Project consist of?
Process Journal
Product and outcome
Report
The Personal Project is assessed against a set of IB MYP assessment criteria. You will receive a grade for your
Personal Project on your MYP record of achievement

The Process Journal
You must keep a Process Journal containing all your thoughts, decisions and actions. It should be completed
honestly and regularly to show how your project is developing. The Process Journal should include text,
mind maps, calendars, ideas, reminders, sticky notes, digital photos, videos, pictures, drawings, material
samples, etc. As soon as you are assigned a supervisor, your will share your Process Journal with him/her.

For a good process journal, you should:
















demonstrate organizational skills showing time and self-management
include timeline
show brainstorming
show flow charts and diagrams
show mind-mapping
communicate and collaborate with your supervisor, teachers, peers/family and experts
attend all meetings
record all the feedback (include emails if any)
ask questions and seeking information
demonstrate information and media literacy, thinking and reflection
record the resources you consulted
include extracts of relevant information
identify problems, thinking of possible solutions
include reflection at various stages of the process
have a minimum of 20 entries
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The Product & Outcome
Possible products









an original work of art (for example, visual, audio or dramatic performance)
an online product (for example, a website, a video channel, a blog)
a piece of literary (for example, a novel, a collection of poems, lyrics)
an original science experiment
an invention or a designed object or system
a special event, or the development of a new community organization
a written piece of work on a special topic (for example culture, society, psychology)
a developed business or organizational plan

Possible outcomes








raise awareness e.g. through a campaign (videos, class presentations, events)
promote fairness and equality e.g. through online networks and media
be an entrepreneur e.g. create, promote and sell your own creations (art, music, fashion)
investigate e.g. science experiment, social behaviour, tendencies, migration, etc. of historical
relevance (e.g. culinary, folklore).
keep family traditions of historical relevance e.g. summer activities organization and leadership to
facilitate learning at e.g. summer activities organization.
solve an existing problem at home, in school, in your neighbourhood, country.
develop new skills e.g. attend a course and create a product to show new skills

The Objectives
Objectives of the Personal Project state the specific targets that are set for learning. They define what you will
accomplish as a result of completing the Personal Project. These objectives relate directly to the assessment
criteria.

Objectives
Objective A: Investigating
i. Define a clear goal and global context for the
project, based on personal interests
ii. Identify prior learning and subject-specific
knowledge relevant to the project
iii. Demonstrate research skills
Objective B: Planning
i. Develop criteria for the product/outcome
ii. Plan and record the development process of
the project
iii. Demonstrate self-management skills
Objective C: Taking action
i. Create a produ ct /outcome in response to the
goal, global context and criteria
ii. Demonstrate thinking skills
iii. Demonstrate communication and social skills
Objective D: Reflecting
i. Evaluate the qualit y of the product/outcome
against their criteria
ii. Reflect on how completing the project has
extended your knowledge and understanding of
the topic and the global context
iii. Reflect on your development as IB learner
through the project

Evidence
Reflect, think and research and confirm your goal.

Make specifications for the goal/outcome
Maintain a process journal.
Meet and update your supervisor

Create your p roduct/outcome

Write the Personal Project report

3

The Global Contexts
The Global Contexts provide you a context for inquiry and research in the project. There
are six Global Contexts, but you will choose ONLY ONE.
Identities and Relationships
Who am I? What are we?
(identity; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships
including families, friends, communities and cultures; what it means to be a human.)

Orientation in Space and Time
What is the meaning of "where and when"?
(personal histories; homes and journeys; turning points in human kind; the relationships between, and the
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from personal, local and global perspectives.)

Personal and Cultural Expression
What is the nature and purpose of creative expression?
(the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways
in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.)

Scientific and Technical Innovation
How do we understand the world in which we live?
(the natural world and its laws; the interaction between people and the natural world; how humans use
their understanding of scientific principles; the impact on scientific and technological advances on
communities and environments to their needs.)

Globalization and Sustainability
How is everything connected?
(the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the relationship between local and
global processes; how local experiences mediate the global; the opportunities and tensions provided by
world-interconnectedness; the impact of decision-making on humankind and the environment.)

Fairness and Development
What are the consequences of our common humanity?
(rights and responsibilities; the relationship between communities; sharing finite resources with other
people and with other living things; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.)

Some examples of the use of each global context for an MYP personal project.
Global context

Examples of personal projects

Identities and relationships
 Two sides of social networking; an awareness
campaign about digital citizenship and cyber bullying
 How online identities impact offline relationships; a
research essay
 Keeping culinary traditions; a video series following
family recipes with historical relevance
 The effect of mass media on teenage identity; a short
film

Students will explore identity; beliefs and values; personal,
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human
relationships including families, friends, communities and
cultures; what it means to be human.

Orientation in space and time
 The Euclidean space perspective of the universe; a 3D
model
 Explorers in search of a new world; immigration over the
ages through visual texts
 The Mayflower and the dream of religious freedom; a
personal family history
 Charting a family history through archives and a
representational statue

Students will explore personal histories; homes and
journeys; turning points in humankind; discoveries;
explorations and migrations of humankind; the
relationships between and the interconnectedness of
individuals and civilizations from personal, local and global
perspectives.

Personal and cultural expression


Students will explore the ways in which we discover and
express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and
values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy
our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.




Video games as a form of cultural expression; a short film
using five video games that shows how they are an
expression of our culture
The art of Manga in Japanese culture; a Japanese anime
and a survey of the understanding of my peers
Culture and self-expression through dance at the local
community arts centre; a performance

Scientific and technical innovation
 Nano fibres build stronger bikes; a prototype bike with
nano fibres
 What’s the matter with the anti-matter?; an informational
talk
 Why are genetics and genomics important to my health?;
a media presentation
 Can stem cells replace organ transplants?; an
investigative report

Students will explore the natural world and its laws; the
interaction between people and the natural world; how
humans use their understanding of scientific principles;
the impact of scientific and technological advances on
communities and environments; the impact of
environments on human activity; how humans adapt
environments to their needs.
Globalization and sustainability

 The struggle for water in developing countries; an
awareness campaign
 The impact of the financial crises of Europe and the
European Economic Community on the United States; a
visual presentation
 Education as the tool to change the future of Peru; a
workshop for adults
 The role of the developing countries in protecting the
tropical rain forest; a collection of slides

Students will explore the interconnectedness of humanmade systems and communities; the relationship between
local and global processes; how local experiences
mediate the global; the opportunities and tensions
provided by world-interconnectedness; the impact of
decision-making on humankind and the environment.

Fairness and development
 Supporting fair trade: Cocoa trade in Ghana; an
awareness campaign for our school restaurant/cafeteria to
promote fair trade
 Open-market economies and their role in fair trade; a talk
for students
 Exploring the intersections of race and inequality; a radio
broadcast
 Asylum seekers and their right to live like us; a painting

Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the
relationship between communities; sharing finite
resources with other people and with other living things;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict
resolution.
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Global Context
Final Topic/Theme

Subject

Identities
and
relationships

Fairness
and
Development

Orientation
in space
and time

Personal
and cultural
expression

6

Globalization
and
Sustainability

Scientific and
technical
innovation

Signature of Your Supervisor:

Which Global Context best relate to your
project?

This Global Context is important
to my project because of these reasons:

(Put a tick mark against the Global
Context(s) best related to your project.
‡
Identities and relationships
‡
Orientation in space and time
‡
Personal and cultural expression
‡
Scientific and technical innovation
‡
Globalization and sustainability
‡
Fairness and development

Does your project relate
to any school subject, if any?

Does your project relate
to any profession?
Briefly explain how?
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EXAMPLE:
Pollution
Water pollution

Topic / Theme

Pollution in
Powai Lake

Does it need to be
narrowed down?

How will you present
the outcome of your
your Personal project?

Your goal / Research question(s)
/ Hypothesis
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PROCESS JOURNAL
Choosing the topic you want to investigate and planning your project:

Area(s) of Interest

Choose One

Brainstorm the possible topics/themes
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Journal Entries
Your journal entries should be recorded in your process journal. It should contain all your
thoughts, decisions and actions. This is a document that allows you to record your progress as
you work on the project. It should be relatively neat and well presented and should be
completed honestly and regularly to show you how your project is developing. This is a sample
of how you can maintain your process journal.

Journal Entries

Date:

What I did today

Difficulties I faced

10

How I solved the
challenges/
What did I learn?

Planning the Personal Project!

Collection of Information
and sources

Where can you look
for information?

What are the best sources
and who has them?

Range of possible sources
Books
Magazine Articles
Newspaper Articles
Maps or Atlases
Expert people
Site visits
(to museums, etc.)
Television Shows
Radio Shows
Sound Recordings
Video Recordings
Electronic Databases
Web Sites

Best sources to
fit your assignment
needs and who has
them…..
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Aspects of your Personal Project which you would like to ANALYZE
See Appendix Three for examples

Aspects worth
Analyzing
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Choosing appropriate techniques and acquiring materials!

What techniques will
you require in order
to work on your
project and why?

Material required
and its source

What materials
will you require
and where will
you find it?
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Collecting Information about Sources!
(Refer to citationmachine.net (Appendix Two) or similar web sites where
you will know what all details are necessary for citing resources.)

Always write down the source of your material.
This information will vary according to the type
of source consulted. A book: record the
author(s), title, edition, series, bibliographical
address (city, editor and date of publication)
An interview: record, for example, the name,
address and function of the person An
experiment: record for example, the apparatus
and the circumstances A work of art: record,
for example, the name, artist or other reference
(such as the location of a gallery or museum)
An Internet site: record, for example, the
address, the name of author and the date of
publication,
date
of
access
etc..

Source 1

Source 2

Source 3

Source 4

Source 5
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Setting Priorities!
It is a good idea to set out a time plan. You should make a list of tasks so that you can collect the
necessary material. You will need to consider the order of the tasks. Once your list of sources is
complete, you can start gathering the material. This information can be used to make Gantt charts.

Task (s) to be completed, meetings etc.

By when (Date)
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Done

Analyzing the Process

Choosing the topic /
Presenting the outcome
Theme / approach

Gathering the
necessary
Information &
material

Planning the project

Working on the
project

Strengths

Strengths

Strengths

Strengths

Weaknesses

Weaknesses

Weaknesses

Weaknesses
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Analyzing the Process

Things you did
not like about
the outcome

Things you liked
about the outcome

Reflect on the
achieved result
in terms
of initial
goal/research
question
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The Objectives in Visual form

The image above shows the four objectives for the personal project:
investigating, planning, and taking action and reflecting and each
of the strands associated with each objective.
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Narrowing your Goal
Once you have a goal, you will need to narrow the focus to something more
manageable, and to decide on a product for your project. Use your Process
Journal to narrow down the topic. Brainstorm using the “mapping” or “web”
technique.
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Developing Criteria for the Product
(product and outcome specifications)

GLOBAL
CONTEXT

Write your chosen GC and...

Explain in a sentence the relationship between your
product and your GC.
What will the outcome of your product be?

FORM

Specify size, length,
Write as if you were going to enter your product in a
shape, software. Talk about competition
each one of your product
parts/features
in
detail,
materials, special features ...

FUNCTION Write the purpose

What is the purpose of your product
What and how will it do?
How are you going to prove that it can do it?

USER

Specify who is your
product for

When, where and how are you going to show your
product?

COST

State your budget

The money comes from: pocket money? parents?
grandparents? fund? organization?
Account all your expenses and list them in your Process
Journal. You can type in a spreadsheet and add it as an
appendix in your written report
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Roles and Responsibilities of the Student
To successfully complete the IB Personal Project:
 Think deeply about possible topics
 Choose one topic of genuine interests
 Linked topic closely to one Global context
 Set realistic goals about what can be accomplished
 Meet the Personal Project deadlines
 Be prepared to put time and energy into this project
 Keep a thorough Process Journal with regular entries
 Complete the Product by December
 Complete the Process Journal prior to writing the Report
 Keep track of the process visually; use photos, videos, samples of fabric, magazine or newspaper
clippings
 Keep a running bibliography of references
 Touch base with supervisor on a regular basis; outside of the regularly scheduled meetings
 Make sure your supervisor has your email address for effective communication
 Be on time and prepared for each meeting
 Have all necessary materials for the meeting
 Ask questions when clarification is needed; seek guidance and advice about your topic
 Familiarize yourself with the IB MYP Rubrics
 Make sure you understand the guidelines and assessment criteria
 Ensure your Personal Project is authentic and entirely your own work

Roles and Responsibilities of the Supervisor
Students can expect the following from their Supervisor:
 Meet with students on a regular basis to guide them through the process
 Collect all current e-mail addresses of students in your IB meeting group for effective communication
 Give guidance and advice about an appropriate topic according to IB legal and ethical standards
 Meet with students outside the scheduled meeting times as needed
 Advise the students on Process Journal entries
 Emphasize to the student the importance of keeping an effective Process Journal
 Keep students focused on the goal of their Personal Project
 Give students formative feedback on a regular basis
 Ensure topic is intricately linked to an Global context
 Confirm the authenticity of the work and that no plagiarism has occurred
 Make sure the student has been provided with and understands the rubrics and assessment criteria
 Take part in the standardization assessment marking process in the school
 Assess the project according to the IB MYP Personal Project rubrics
The role of the library, media or resource centre
The library, media or resource centre is a key resource for students, and the involvement of the librarian or
resource specialist in the process of completing the project is recommended. The librarian or resource
specialist will be able to assist students with research skills and with locating and sourcing resources, as well
as contributing
in other areas such
as referencing and completing
bibliographies.
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Objective A: Investigating
When researching, you should select relevant and reliable information from a variety of sources to develop the
MYP project. The number and type of resources will vary depending upon the nature of the project. However, to
reach the highest levels of achievement through investigating, you must select a range of sources and a variety
of source types. Available sources may include: your prior knowledge, as well as primary and secondary
sources such as but not limited to: Images Survey data Published media Subject-area content Significant
people Video or audio recordings Internet resources (provides a variety of resources)
Although you may include your prior knowledge as a source, prior knowledge alone does not provide
sufficient depth or breadth of inquiry for the project. You will select sources during the initial stage of your
project, but research and evaluation of sources will continue during the process of completing the project. This
should be recorded in your process journal along with annotations (notes/explanations) and possible uses.
When applying information throughout the project as you decide what actions to take and when, remember to
also record this in your process journal. Record decision-making that has been based on information from
sources will help you to make connections with prior knowledge and new knowledge in potentially unfamiliar
situations and identify solutions. As always you should be able to evaluate the reliability of sources and
consider factors such as credibility of the author, currency, accuracy, relevance, intended audience and
objectivity of the source.
Look at the visual of the iceberg below. The thinking, planning and research that you do should be more
significant than the time spent on the outcome/product.

Objective B: Planning
Process Journal
You are expected to maintain a process journal to record your work and progress on the personal project. Your
process journal can include written, visual or audio information, all of which can be uploaded through the
personal project page on Managebac. This will help you to demonstrate working behaviors and academic
honesty. Since you are already familiar with the practice of maintaining a process journal through your work in
the Arts and other subject groups you will realize the importance of recording critical, creative and reflective
journal entries. You are responsible, through your use of the process journal, to produce evidence of
addressing the four objectives to demonstrate achievement at the highest levels of the criteria.
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The process journal is:
 used throughout the project to document its
development
 an evolving record of intents,
processes, accomplishments
 a place to record initial thoughts
and developments, brainstorming,
possible lines of inquiry and further
questions raised
 a place for recording interactions with
sources, for example teachers,
supervisors, external contributors
 a place to record selected, annotated
and/or edited research and to
maintain a bibliography
 a place for storing useful information, for
 example quotations, pictures,
ideas, photographs
 a means of exploring ideas and solutions
 a place for evaluating work completed
 a place for reflecting on learning
 devised by the student in a format
that suits his or her needs
 a record of reflections and formative
feedback received.








The process journal isn’t:
used on a daily basis (unless this is
useful for the student)
written up after the process has
been completed
additional work on top of the
project; it is part of and supports
the project
a diary with detailed writing about
what was done
a static document with only one
format

Process journal extracts for submission to the IB
The IB requires you to submit a maximum of 10 extracts from your process journal along with your personal
project report. Extracts should demonstrate how you have addressed each of the objectives, or annotated
extracts to highlight this information. Therefore you must ensure that you have regular, thoughtful and critical
entries made in the process journal on Managebac (accessed through the personal project page)
These extracts will be submitted as appendices to the IB along with your personal project report at the
conclusion of the project. An extract may include but are not limited to:
Notes
Charts
Action plans
Bulleted list
Short paragraph
Annotated illustrations
Timelines
Annotated research Visual
thinking diagrams screenshots
of a blog or website
self and peer assessment feedback
pictures, photographs, sketches
up to 30 seconds of visual or audio material
artifacts from inspirational visits to museums, performances, galleries
Materials directly relevant to the achievement of the project should also be included in the extracts, as
appropriate. For example, if you have produced a questionnaire or survey that has been described and
analysed in the report, you could include a segment of that completed survey. An individual extract may
include any of the formats (written, visual or audio information) that you used to document the process and
must be uploaded onto ManageBac. These extracts function as supporting evidence of the process involved in
the project and will not be individually assessed.
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Creating criteria for the product/outcome
As part of the goal, you must determine a final product/outcome for your project. The product/outcome might
be an original work of art, a model, a business plan, a campaign, a blueprint or architectural drawing, an essay,
a course of study, a debate, a film or some other work. You must define realistic criteria to measure the quality of
the project's final outcome or product. Working with your supervisor, you can decide what constitutes a highquality product/outcome. Some appropriate tools for setting standards and assessing quality include
checklists or rubrics. You will document the criteria in your process journal and use them to assess the final
outcome or product. For example, the goal may be to design a personal fitness programme to prepare for a
half-marathon. The project is aiming to increase fitness through a training schedule, with the outcome of
demonstrating increased fitness by successfully running a half-marathon. The criteria might include a
proposed running schedule with interim projected running times, and the final running time that you hope to
achieve in the half-marathon. The outcome might be documented through a fitness chart, diary entries,
running times and a series of photos of the actual marathon. Usually, you will not be able to define the criteria
until you have spent some time researching the goal, and criteria should only be determined once you have a
clear understanding of what you want to achieve and the proposed product/outcome of your project.

Objective C: Taking action
This involves you creating a product /outcome or actually achieving the product /outcome. It will involve
thinking, communication and social skills and will be driven by your Investigating and planning.

Objective D: Reflecting
Personal Project Report writing
The report is a compulsory component of the personal project so you must pay attention to it by planning,
drafting, editing and managing your time The MYP Personal Project report aims to inform, as clearly and
succinctly as possible your engagement with the project by summarizing your experiences. In some cases
your project may have involved an outcome that was written such as an essay or novel, however the project
report is separate to this and must be written based on the outline given below. You will also be given further
instructions regarding the layout and presentation closer to the time. The report should be presented in
identifiable sections, following the MYP project objectives. The report must include evidence for all the strands
of all criteria (refer to pg 2). The report must have a word Count of 1,500 – 3,500 and the sub-headings must
include the following:
Objective A: investigating
Objective B: Planning
Objective C: Taking action
Objective D: Reflecting.
Bibliography or reference list Appendices
Possible formats for the MYP personal project report include: written, electronic, oral and visual. If you plan to
present the report in in electronic, visual or oral form, then you MUST discuss this in advance with the
MYP Personal Project Coordinator.
When submitting the report for assessment, students must include:
1. The personal project coversheet (will be provided to you)
2. The completed academic honesty form (will be provided to you)
3. A maximum of 10 process journal extracts
4. Any supporting visual aids used during the presentation, if applicable
5. Bibliography/sources.

Personal Project Exhibition
The exhibition of your Personal products is a significant event in Grade 10. This is when we acknowledge and
celebrate your efforts and share your work with your peers, parents and the wider community. This exhibition
will be visited by younger students as well as students from other schools and you should be able to explain
and present the reasons, process and findings related to your goal. In order to have maximum impact you will
need to think about how you will display your work to achieve the best effect. The following aspects are
compulsory. Further guidance will be provided closer to the event.
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Personal Project Exhibition - Checklist






Product
Copy of process journal (poster/print out/original notebook etc.)
Photographs, designs and anything else that shows the development of your product
Copy of your report
Poster(s) outlining your topic, goal, area of interaction and specifications (criteria B)

ATL Skills related to the Personal Project

Objective Strands
Objective A: Investigating
i. Define a clear goal and global context for
the project, based on personal interests

ATL Skill Clusters
Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
In formation literacy
Media literacy
Transfer

ii. Identify prior learning and subject-specific
knowledge relevant to the project
iii. Demonstrate research skills
Objective B: Planning
i. Develop criteria for product/outcome

Collaboration
Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Collaboration
Organization
Reflection

ii. Plan and record the development process
of the project
iii. Demonstrate self-management skills
Objective C: Taking action
i. Create a produ ct/outcome in response to
the goal, global context and criteria

Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Communication
Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Transfer

ii. Demonstrate thinking skills
iii. Demonstrate communication and social skills

Objective D: Reflecting
i. Evaluate the quality of the
product/outcome against their criteria
ii. Reflect on how completing the project has
extended your knowledge and
understanding of the topic and the global
context
iii. Reflect on your development as IB learner
through the project

Communication
Reflection
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Assessment Criteria
The Personal Project is assessed against four criteria. Each criterion is of equal value and has four
levels of success.

Criterion A: Investigating
Maximum: 8
In the personal project, students should:
i. define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests
ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project
iii. demonstrate research skills.
Achievement
level
0

1-2

Level descriptor
The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.
The student:
i.

states a goal and a global context for the project, based on personal
interests, but this may be limited in depth or accessibility

ii.

identifies prior learning and subject-specific knowledge, but this may
be limited in occurrence or relevance

iii.

demonstrates limited research skills.

The student:
i.

outlines a basic and appropriate goal and a global context for the
project, based on personal interests

ii.

identifies basic prior learning and subject-specific knowledge
relevant to some areas of the project

iii.

demonstrates adequate research skills.

3-4

The student:
5-6

i.

develops a clear and challenging goal and a global context for the
project, based on personal interests

ii.

identifies prior learning and subject-specific knowledge generally
relevant to the project

iii.

demonstrates substantial research skills.

The student:
i.

develops a clear and highly challenging goal and a global
context for the project, based on personal interests

ii.

identifies prior learning and subject-specific knowledge that is
consistently highly relevant to the project

iii.

demonstrates excellent research skills.

7-8
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Criterion B: Planning
Maximum: 8
In the personal project, students should:
i. develop criteria for the product/outcome
ii. plan and record the development process of the project
iii. demonstrate self-management skills.

Achievement
level

0

Level descriptor
The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:
i. develops limited criteria for the product/outcome

1-2

ii. presents a limited or partial plan and record of the development process of
the project
iii. demonstrates limited self-management skills.
The student:
i.

develops adequate criteria for the product/outcome

ii.

presents an adequate plan and record of the development process of the
project

iii.

demonstrates adequate self-management skills.

3-4

The student:
i.

develops substantial and appropriate criteria for the product/outcome

ii.

presents a substantial plan and record of the development process of the
project

5-6

iii.

demonstrates substantial self-management skills.

The student:
i.

develops rigorous criteria for the product/outcome

ii.

presents a detailed and accurate plan and record of the development
process of the project

7-8

iii.

demonstrates excellent self-management skills.
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Criterion C: Taking action
Maximum: 8
In the personal project, students should:
i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria
ii. demonstrate thinking skills
iii. demonstrate communication and social skills.

Achievement

Level descriptor

level
0

The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:

1-2

i.
ii.

creates a limited product/outcome in response to the goal, global context
and criteria
demonstrates limited thinking skills

iii.

demonstrates limited communication and social skills.

The student:
3-4

i. creates a basic product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and
criteria
ii. demonstrates adequate thinking skills
iii. demonstrates adequate communication and social skills.
The student:

5-6

i. creates a substantial product/outcome in response to the goal, global context
and criteria
ii. demonstrates substantial thinking skills
iii. demonstrates substantial communication and social skills.
The student:

7-8

i. creates an excellent product/outcome in response to the goal, global context
and criteria
ii. demonstrates excellent thinking skills
iii. demonstrates excellent communication and social skills.
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Criterion D: Reflecting
Maximum: 8
In the personal project, students should:
i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria
ii. reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic
and the global context
iii. reflect on their development as IB learners through the project.
Achievement

Level descriptor

level
0

1-2

The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.
The student:
i.
presents a limited evaluation of the quality of the product/success of the
outcome against his or her criteria
ii.

presents limited reflection on how completing the project has extended his
or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii.

3-4

5-6

7-8

presents limited reflection on his or her development as an IB learner
through the project.
The student:
i. presents a basic evaluation of the quality of the product/success of the
outcome against his or her criteria
ii.

presents adequate reflection on how completing the project has extended
his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global
context

iii.

presents adequate reflection on his or her development as an IB learner
through the project.

The student :
i. presents a substantial evaluation of the quality of the product/success of
the outcome against his or her criteria
ii.

presents substantial reflection on how completing the project has
extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the
global context

iii.

presents substantial reflection on his or her development as an IB learner
through the project.

The student:
i.
presents an excellent evaluation of the quality of the product/success of
the outcome against his or her criteria
ii.

presents excellent reflection on how completing the project has extended
his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global
context

iii.

presents excellent reflection on his or her development as an IB learner
through the project.

Assessment
Once you have submitted your personal project report along with all requirements by the due date, your
supervisor will mark your work based on the personal project assessment criteria. Once this is done teacher
groups will work together to standardize grades and make final preparations to send your work to the IB for
moderation.
Academic Honesty
As always academic honesty is an essential requirement of the Personal Project. You must document your
sources and work at all times. You will be required to fill in and sign an academic honesty form at the end of the
project which will be sent to the IB along with your personal project report and supporting documents.
Referencing conventions
As mentioned in school’s Academic Honesty Policy, you are expected to use MLA referencing and have been
consistently provided information and practice in its use in all your subject groups. References are
required whenever someone else's work is quoted or summarized. References are appropriate for many
different sources, including books, e-books, magazines, journals, newspapers, emails, internet sites and
interviews.
What are appendices?
Appendices are additional materials that you can include at the end of your report. These include materials that
supported the completion of your project. The appendices could include secondary information that may be
of interest. For example, if you have produced a questionnaire, which has been described and analysed in the
report, you could include one or two completed questionnaires as examples in an appendix. It would not be
necessary to include all completed questionnaires.

CHECKLIST:











Written report is between 1500-3500 words, not including appendices and bibliography or reference list.
The word count includes the Introduction, Process, Application of the Information, Achieving the Goal, and
Conclusion & Reflection (not the Table of Contents or the Bibliography.)
Did I thoroughly reflect on the goal?
Did I focus and explain my Area of Interaction?
Did I express myself well - my personal thoughts, ideas and vision?
Did I support my findings with arguments and evidence?
Did I analyze my process?
Are my ideas consistent and presented in a logical sequence?
Am I proud of how I presented my report?
Did I include the required framework for the written Report:
 Title Page
 Introduction
 Process
 Application of the Information
 Achieving the Goal Conclusion & Reflection
 Bibliography
 Appendices
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MYP projects glossary and command terms
Glossary of terms

Terms
Bibliography
Criteria

Definitions
An alphabetical list of every source used to research the project
Specific elements the personal project product/outcome must meet to be a quality
outcome, as defined by the student

An alphabetical list of only those sources that are cited in the project presentation or
List of references report
Outcome
Process journal
Product
Report

The end result of the student’s personal project, used particularly where the project has
resulted in a non-tangible result or result that has various aspects to it, for example, an
awareness-raising campaign
A generic term to refer to the documentation that students develop during the process of
completing the MYP project
The end result of the student’s personal project used particularly where the project has
resulted in a tangible artefact such as a sculpture, film, story or model
A spoken or written account of something that one has observed, heard, done or
investigated, which aims to inform, as clearly and succinctly as possible

Command terms
MYP definitions

Command
terms
Create

To evolve from one’s own thought or imagination, as a work or an invention

Define

Give the precise meaning of a word, phrase, concept or physical quantity

Demonstrate

Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical
application

Develop

To improve incrementally, elaborate or expand in detail; evolve to a more advanced or
effective state

Formulate

Express precisely and systematically the relevant concept(s) or argument(s)

Identify

Provide an answer from a number of possibilities; recognize and state briefly a
distinguishing fact or feature
Give valid reasons or evidence to support an answer or conclusion

Justify
Outline

Give a brief account or summary

Present

Offer for display, observation, examination or consideration

State

Give a specific name, value or other brief answer without explanation or calculation
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Personal Project Parent Information Form
Please read through ‘The Student Guide to the Personal Project’ and discuss the Project with your child.
The guide is with your child.

Parental encouragement and support is a vital part of helping students complete the International Baccalaureate
Middle Years Programme Personal Project. There are many ways you can encourage your son/daughter, such
as:












Familiarizing yourself with the Personal Project requirements
Reading and reviewing the Student Guide
Helping your child explore his or her interests and discussing possible
project topics
Encouraging your child to start the project early
Checking the web site monthly for updates to the time line
Keeping your child on track and meeting all the deadlines
Discussing the project with your child on a regular basis
Familiarizing yourself with the assessment criteria contained in the Guide
Knowing who your child's supervisor is and maintaining regular contact
Regularly have your child show you his or her process journals and progress on
Managebac/Digital online

Parent Name:
Phone:
E-mail:
Signature:
Date:
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NES International School Mumbai

ACADEMIC HONESTY AGREEMENT

I, ………………………………………………….…………….. , will in no way indulge in plagiarism,
collusion or any other malpractice. If I do I will be ready to face the consequences which may even
lead to No award of the Middle Years Programme.

Signature of the Candidate

Signature of the Parent
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