From the desk ofFounder Principal Dr. R. Varadarajan
The theme for the new Academic Year 2019-20 is “Forging ahead for the
zenith of excellence deploying the latest emerging technologies for
upgradation in every field.” The annual theme for this year is to inspire our
teachers to imbue students with the essential skills, attitudes and
competencies required to prepare them for innovation and creativity for their
future life. Major activities and events in the academic calendar will be
compliant to this theme. The team of NESISM is oriented towards effective
teacher-learner engagement, with research-based approach dedicated to
training and learning. The year gone by, 2018-19 brought in its wake awards
and recognitions from prestigious national and international bodies. The
NESISM STEAM Research Laboratory was inaugurated at the hands of our
Hon'ble Union AYUSH Minister, Shri Shripad Yesso Naik on the 55th
Foundation Day of our NES-SVB Education Group. This lab aims at instilling in
our students the much required research attitude and also provide hands-on
experience for conceptualizing the topics they are learning.
My best wishes for your success, dear student-leaders, for the new Academic Year 2019-20. I
call upon my beloved students, learned faculty members and our collaborative partner –
parents, to stand with us to make this year memorable and outstanding in every sense of the
terms.

Director Dr. V. Balasubramanian
It is a pleasure to share that over the past decade and half, our efforts to
provide the best in international curriculum to Indian students at NESISM
have paid off. In these years, the school has achieved several milestones with
many of our students, as well as the Head of Institute having won laurels from
several prestigious organizations. The school has consistently maintained a
position of being one of the top ranking IB schools at city, state as well as
national level. Our teachers and students continue to aim for excellence not
only in academics but in co-curricular activities and sports as well. We are proud of
any of our students who have successfully received placements in prestigious
colleges abroad. These results can be attributed only to strong commitment and
focused effort by a well-knit team of Management, staff and students working
hand in hand with the parents. As a member of the leadership team, I am
convinced that the future is bright and that our students will continue to do us
proud carrying forth our message as our ambassadors in the world. As we gear up
for the new academic year, we reaffirm our dedication to put our heart, mind, and
soul in providing an enriching and memorable learning experience to our beloved
students. Our teachers, as usual, are preparing to renew their plans and curriculum
design for greater impact as they work with all their students. I invite my students,
parents and members of the society to stand by us in this noble mission.

Head of School– Mrs. Primrose M.
“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher
demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.”
- Willam Arthur.
Team NESISM seeks to set an example in enabling students' overall learning and
development – Academics, sports, cultural and social sensitivity, scientific thinking and
analytical aptitude.
The unique 'Outstanding Student - Movement Project', the brainchild of our FounderPrincipal, Dr. R. Varadarajan, which was introduced in the year 2017-18, has inspired our
students aim for perfection and excellence. The latest addition of NESISM STEAM
Research Lab will further enhance their curiosity and trigger their analytical thinking
ability. Sir continues to motivate and prepare us to confidently face various challenges,
constantly raising the bar for commitment, quality and effort.
This year, 2019-20, as we strive to achieve higher standards, our main focus is that our
students are well prepared to emerge into global citizens to face the rapid changes in the
world resourcefully and confidently. I urge you all to join hands with us in this noble
mission.
Good Luck!
Mrs. Primrose M.

IGCSE 9 and 10

*PSAT 8/9 and 10/11
*SAT 1 and 2

•

Recognized as “Asia’s Best International School Award – 2019” by
IBCC,USA

•

Recognized as “India’s Best International School – 2019” and ranked 3rd
in India, 1st in Maharashtra, 1st in Mumbai by Education Today

•

Received “British ISA Award 2019-22” – accreditation for outstanding
development in curriculum

•

Recognized as “Best School Brand” by The Economic Times.

•

Ranked 3rd in India, 2nd in Maharashtra, 2nd in Mumbai by India School
Merit Awards 2018-19

•

Ranked 1st in Maharashtra, 3rd in the City by Times of India.

•

Recognized as „Fortune 50 Schools Shaping Success, among the top 50 IB
International Schools across the world by USA Fortune Agency.
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NESISM Mission statement
NES International School Mumbai, provides a
holistic educational programme for students to
become knowledgeable, open-minded, caring
inquirers with intercultural perspective,
instilling in them a strong urge to become
lifelong learners, peace-ambassadors and
tomorrow’s leaders in local as well as global
context.

IB Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people,
who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end, the organization works with schools,
governments and international organizations to
develop challenging programmes of international
education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students to become
active, compassionate and lifelong learners, who
understand that other people, with their differences,
can also be right.

What is MYP?
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years
Programme (MYP), is an educational program
for students between the ages of 11 to 16
around the world as part of the International
Baccalaureate (IB) continuum.
MYP is intended to prepare students for the
two-year IB Diploma Programme (IBDP).

Why MYP?
1. MYP students are confident and
independent in managing their learning
2. MYP students do better than non-IB
students in higher order thinking skills such
as analyzing and evaluating information
3. MYP students have better affective skills
4. MYP students understand how to transfer
what they have learned to new situations
5. MYP students know how to engage in
meaningful service

MYP Key Features

Approaches to Learning
Learner Profile
Concepts
Global Contexts
Approaches to Teaching

Approaches to Learning
• Through approaches to learning (ATL) in IB programmes,
students develop skills that have relevance across the
curriculum that help them “learn how to learn”.
• ATL skills can be learned and taught, improved with practice
and developed incrementally.
• They provide a solid foundation for learning independently
and with others.
• ATL skills help students prepare for, and demonstrate
learning through, meaningful assessment.
• They provide a common language that students and
teachers can use to reflect on, and articulate on, the
process of learning.

IB Learner Profile

The structure of conceptual
understanding in the MYP

Key concepts:

• Contributed from each
subject group, provide
interdisciplinary breadth
to the programme.
• Key concepts are broad,
organizing, powerful ideas
that have relevance
within and across subjects
and disciplines, providing
connections that can
transfer across time and
culture.

Related concepts:
• Grounded in specific
disciplines, explore key
concepts in greater detail,
providing depth to the
programme.
• They emerge from
reflection on the nature of
specific subjects and
disciplines, providing a
focus for inquiry into
subject-specific content.

Global Contexts
In our highly interconnected and rapidly
changing world, IB programmes aim to develop
international mindedness in a global context.
New challenges that are not defined by
traditional boundaries call for students to
develop the agility and imagination they need
for living productively in a complex world.

Approaches to teaching
Emphasizing MYP pedagogy, including collaborative learning
through inquiry.
Teaching in IB programmes is:
• inquiry-based—provoking curiosity in order to structure and
sustain exploration
• concept-driven—planning and teaching through concepts that are
transferable to new contexts
• contextualized—reaching beyond the scope of individual subjects
to establish relevance
• collaborative—promoting effective teamwork and
purposeful/productive collaboration
• differentiated—providing access to learning for a diversity of
learners
• informed by assessment—balancing assessment of, and for,
learning.

MYP – Outcomes

Personal Project
Service as Action

Personal Project
The personal project is a culminating Middle
Years Programme (MYP) project to develop the
student's personal interest and to show and
apply the skills, which are developed through
the MYP's Approaches to Learning.
This project is based on the student's interests
and talents, resulting in a product or outcome.

Structure in place to ensure
coordination of the project
1. Schools appoint at least one personal project coordinator.
2. The school’s MYP team introduces the personal project to
the students, parents and teachers.
3. Coordinators ensure that each student has a project
supervisor.
4. MYP coordinator registers students for the personal
project.
5. Supervisors guide students through the personal project
process
6. Supervisors ensure that each personal project is complete
7. MYP Coordinator electronically submits personal project
reports selected by the IB for moderation.

Service As Action
With appropriate guidance and support, MYP students
should, through their engagement with service as action:
• become more aware of their own strengths and areas
for growth
• undertake challenges that develop new skills
• discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated activities
• persevere in action
• work collaboratively with others
• develop international-mindedness through global
engagement, multilingualism and intercultural
understanding
• consider the ethical implications of their actions.

MYP Curriculum Model

Facilitating the IB Continuum …

Introduction to the Subject Areas
The MYP organizes teaching and learning through
eight subject groups:
1. Language And Literature,
2. Language Acquisition,
3. Individuals And Societies,
4. Sciences,
5. Mathematics,
6. Arts,
7. Physical And Health Education
8. Design

Language and Literature -Course description
MYP language and literature builds on experiences in language learning that students have
gained during their time in the IB Primary Years Programme or other primary education.
Knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills will have been developed through
transdisciplinary units of inquiry or independent language inquiry.
The six skill areas in PYP language—listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and
presenting— are further developed through the MYP years.
An MYP language and literature course starts with the skills that students have mastered
during the PYP.
It will include:
• the approaches to learning (ATL) skills, at increasing levels of complexity, throughout the
programme
• the MYP command terms that are relevant to language development.
The course will be inquiry-driven and the teaching strategies and learning experiences (both
disciplinary and interdisciplinary) will build upon the units students may have experienced in
their primary education.
Students continuing on to the DP will have a grounding in at least one language that will
enable them to undertake the DP course options, particularly those in studies in language and
literature, but also in the core and other academic areas.
They will also have developed an inquiring, reflective approach to the study of language and
literature.

The aims of MYP language and literature are to
encourage and enable students to:
• use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection,
learning, self-expression, analysis and social interaction
• develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading,
writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts
• develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying
and analyzing literary and nonliterary texts
• engage with text from different historical periods and a variety
of cultures
• explore and analyze aspects of personal, host and other
cultures through literary and non-literary texts
• explore language through a variety of media and modes
• develop a lifelong interest in reading
• apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of
authentic contexts.

Language Acquisition-Course description
The ability to communicate in more than one language is essential to the concept of
an international education that promotes intercultural understanding, and is central
to the IB’s mission. The study of additional languages in the MYP provides students
with the opportunity to develop insights into the features, processes and craft of
language and the concept of culture, and to realize that there are diverse ways of
living, behaving and viewing the world.
Acquiring an additional language and exploring and reflecting on the cultural
perspectives of our own and other communities:
• is central to developing critical thinking and international-mindedness
• provides an intellectual framework to support personal development, cultural
identity and conceptual understanding
• greatly contributes to the holistic development of students and to the
strengthening of lifelong learning skills
• equips students with the necessary multiliteracy skills and attitudes to
communicate successfully in various global contexts.

The aims of MYP language acquisition are to
encourage and enable students to:
• gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their
mother tongue and cultural heritage.
• develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages
• develop the communication skills necessary for further language learning, and for
study, work and leisure in a range of contexts.
• develop multi literacy skills through the use of a range of learning tools
• develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts and to develop
critical and creative techniques for comprehension and construction of meaning
• recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, self expression and
learning in other subjects
• understand the nature of language and the process of language learning
• gain insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language
is spoken
• gain an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own and
other cultures
• develop curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language
learning

Individuals and Societies -Course description
The MYP individuals and societies subject group incorporates
disciplines traditionally studied under humanities and social
sciences.
This subject group encourages learners to respect and understand
the world around them, and equips them with the necessary skills
to inquire into historical, geographical, political, social, economic,
and cultural factors that affect individuals, societies and
environments.
The study of individuals and societies helps students to appreciate
critically the diversity of human culture, attitudes and beliefs.
Courses in this subject group are important for helping students to
recognize that both content and methodology can be debatable and
controversial, and for practicing the tolerance of uncertainty.
Students collect, describe and analyse data; test hypotheses; and learn
how to interpret increasingly complex information, including original
source material.

The aims of MYP Individuals and Societies are to
encourage and enable students to:
• appreciate human and environmental commonalities and
diversity
• understand the interactions and interdependence of
individuals, societies and the environment
• understand how both environmental and human systems
operate and evolve
• identify and develop concern for the wellbeing of human
communities and the natural environment
• act as responsible citizens of local and global communities
• develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual
understandings of the relationships between individuals,
societies and the environments in which they live.

Science - Course description
With inquiry at the core, the MYP sciences framework aims to guide
students to independently and collaboratively investigate issues
through research, observation and experimentation. The MYP sciences
curriculum explores the connections between science and everyday
life. As they investigate real examples of science applications, students
discover the tensions and dependencies between science and morality,
ethics, culture, economics, politics, and the environment. Scientific
inquiry fosters critical and creative thinking about research and design,
as well as the identification of assumptions and alternative
explanations. Students learn to appreciate and respect the ideas of
others, gain good ethical-reasoning skills and further develop their
sense of responsibility as members of local and global communities.

The aims of MYP science are to encourage and
enable students to:
• understand and appreciate science and its implications
• consider science as a human endeavor with benefits and limitations
• cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose
questions, solve problems, construct explanations and judge
arguments
• develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate
evidence and reach conclusions
• build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and
communicate
• apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts
• develop sensitivity towards the living and nonliving environments
• reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices

Mathematics - Course description and aims
The study of mathematics is a fundamental part of a balanced
education. It promotes a powerful universal language, analytical
reasoning and problem-solving skills that contribute to the
development of logical, abstract and critical thinking.
The MYP mathematics and extended mathematics courses promote
both inquiry and application, helping students to develop problemsolving techniques that transcend the discipline and are useful in the
world outside school.
Mathematics in the MYP is tailored to the needs of students, seeking
to intrigue and motivate them to want to learn its principles. Students
should see authentic examples of how mathematics is useful and
relevant to their lives and be encouraged to apply it to new situations.

The aims of MYP Mathematics are to encourage
and enable students to:
• enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and
power
• develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics
• communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts
• develop logical, critical and creative thinking
• develop confidence, perseverance and independence in mathematical thinking and
problem solving
• develop powers of generalization and abstraction
• apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of
knowledge and future developments
• appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each
other; the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of
mathematicians and the applications of mathematics; the international dimension in
mathematics; and the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge
• develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in
mathematics
• develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.

The Arts- Course Description
Arts in the MYP stimulate young imaginations, challenge perceptions,
and develop creative and analytical skills. The course encourages
students to understand the context and cultural histories of artworks
supporting the development of an inquiring and empathetic world
view. Arts challenge and enrich personal identity and build awareness
of the aesthetic in a real-world context. MYP arts has four objectives of
equal importance and value: knowing and understanding; developing
skills; thinking creatively; responding. Although the objectives can be
addressed separately to scaffold learning, collectively they enrich
teaching and learning of the arts. Development in the arts is a dynamic
process, and not necessarily linear. Students move freely through a
creative process towards a deeper understanding of the arts. The
process of creating artwork, as well as the product, demonstrates what
students have experienced, learned and attempted to convey.

The aims of MYP The Arts are to encourage and
enable students to:
• create and present art
• develop skills specific to the discipline
• engage in a process of creative exploration and selfdiscovery
• make purposeful connections between investigation
and practice
• understand the relationship between art and its
contexts
• respond to and reflect on art
• deepen their understanding of the world.

Design - Course Description
MYP design challenges students to apply practical and creativethinking skills to solve design problems; encourages students to
explore the role of design in historical and contemporary contexts and
raises students’ awareness of their responsibilities when making design
decisions and taking action.
Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of design.
MYP design requires the use of the design cycle as a tool, which
provides: the methodology to structure the inquiry and analyze
problems; the development of feasible solutions; the creation of
solutions; and
MYP design enables students to develop not only practical skills but
also strategies for creative and critical thinking. the testing and
evaluation of the solution.

The aims of MYP Design are to encourage and
enable students to:

• enjoy the design process, and develop an
appreciation of its elegance and power
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills from
different disciplines to design and create solutions to
problems using the design cycle
• use and apply technology effectively as a means to
access, process and communicate information, model
and create solutions, and to solve problems

Physical and Health Education - Course
description
Physical & Health Education IB MYP offers students a balanced
Physical and Health Education curriculum with opportunities to
become multi-skilled by experimenting with the main sports groups
of cultures around the world.
The knowledge, skills and attitudes that students develop in physical
and health education courses provide a meaningful foundation for
further study and help to prepare students for careers in education,
recreation and leisure industries, health sciences, sports and exercise
science, performance, coaching, and fitness and community health
management.

The aims of MYP Physical and Health Education
are to encourage and enable students to:
• use inquiry to explore physical and health education
concepts
• participate effectively in a variety of contexts
• understand the value of physical activity
• achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle
• collaborate and communicate effectively
• build positive relationships and demonstrate social
responsibility
• reflect on their learning experiences.

MYP Assessment Criteria

Planning Assessments
Assessments at MYP level strive to build a
platform for young impressionable minds, which
are constantly motivated to think beyond the
ordinary and the commonplace, to be creative
aspirants of a new tomorrow and to emerge as
the international citizen striding confidently
towards representing our nation in the
constantly evolving global arena

• In the initial stage of planning units, teachers
design statements of inquiry that drive the
unit.
• Choosing from a range of assessment
strategies, teachers can devise assessment
tasks that give students adequate
opportunities to show clearly what they can
achieve in relation to inquiry questions, and
hence the subject group objectives for that
unit.
• Teachers can ensure that they assess their
students’ performances fairly, fully and
appropriately by selecting and using various
assessment tools.

Assessment strategies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Observation
Selected response
Open-ended tasks
Performance
Process journals
Portfolio assessment
Assessment tasks – Compositions—musical, physical,
artistic, Creation of solutions or products in response
to problems, Essays, Examinations, Questionnaires,
Investigations, Research, Performances and

Formative assessment
• Formative assessment can take place before,
during and after the substance of a unit is
taught.
• Teachers need to develop ways of ascertaining
students’ prior learning so that they can plan
appropriate learning experiences and teaching
strategies.
• Formative assessment can also provide
important opportunities for students to
rehearse or refine performances of
understanding as they prepare to complete
summative assessment tasks.

Summative assessment
Summative assessment tasks should be directly linked to the
statement of inquiry and provide varied opportunities for students
to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills.
In planning these assessments of learning, teachers should ask the
following questions.
• How does this assessment task relate to the statement of inquiry?
• Which MYP objectives are being addressed?
• How can we create meaningful performances of understanding?
• What evidence of learning will there be?
• How can we collect evidence of learning?
• How will the assessment task demonstrate conceptual
understanding?
• How will results be recorded and analysed?
• How and when will students receive feedback?

Reporting student achievement
• MYP reports of student achievement communicate the
student’s achievement level for each assessment
criterion.
• This practice provides students and their parents with
information about the student’s engagement with the
objectives of each subject group and should be
supported with advice for improvement, where
applicable.
• Teachers gather sufficient evidence from a range of
assessment tasks to enable them to make a professional
and informed judgment.
• The planning of units and assessment tasks ensure all
criteria have been included over time, providing balanced
evidence that is sufficient for determining a final
achievement level.

MYP General Grade Descriptors
To arrive at a criterion levels total for each student, teachers add together the
student’s final achievement levels in all criteria of the subject group.
Grade

Descriptor

1

Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most
concepts and contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using knowledge or
skills.

2

Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in understanding for many concepts
and contexts. Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of knowledge and
skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills.

3

Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many concepts and contexts, with
occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is
often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom situations.

4

Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and contexts with few
misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills
with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar situations.

5

Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates
critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and realworld situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

6

Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive understanding of concepts and contexts.
Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar and
unfamiliar classroom and real world situations, often with independence.

7

Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts
and contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers knowledge and
skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-world situations.

Interdisciplinary Activities
To further encourage the concept of holistic
learning, we encourage participation in a
number of cross-curricular activities. The
teachers at NESISM conduct regular meetings to
discuss their units of work and come together
for some common activities.

Academic Honesty
• Academic honesty and integrity is an indispensable part of the
International Baccalaureate Organization and core of NES International
School ethos.
• Promoting and educating academic honesty skills is embedded within the
school curriculum.
• In all internal assessment and written assignments personal files are
maintained to record the plagiarism and collusion
• The school realizes that academic honesty is a determining factor for the
functioning of the school and at the primary and middle school level
efforts will be made to nip academic dishonesty.
• All the students will take the zero-plagiarism pledge in the beginning of
the new academic session.
• Students work submitted for assessment will be screened using online
web-based services such as http://turnitin.com which exposes plagiarized
material and enables teachers to ensure that student submissions are
truly authentic.
• School has adopted MLA format as official bibliographic format.

Parent School Communication
Good parent teacher communication is vital to the
education process.
Parents should first address matters of concern with
the subject teacher/ homeroom teacher.
If a satisfactory solution to any issue is not
established then the matter should be raised with
the appropriate Head of Section.
Following this procedure, any matter or issue
should then be addressed further with the Head of
School if necessary.

Please feel free to contact any of the following
for assistance:
Email: contact@nesism.in
Tel: 022 21647743/44/45
Further information:
School: www.nesinternational.org
IB information: http://www.ibo.org

